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As Executive Director of Liberians in Columbus Inc., affectionately known as LICI, it is a privilege 
to champion this great cause. Liberians in Columbus Inc is the de facto community organization 
for Liberians in Central Ohio since the early '80s. We are becoming one of Columbus's 
fast-growing new American communities since our civil war in the late '80s to early 2000s. 
Approximately 10,000 Liberians reside in Central Ohio, predominantly on the Eastside and 
Northside of the city limits. 

InIn 2015, Community Research Partner was retained by Franklin County Job and Family Services 
to conduct a need assessment of Liberians in Franklin County. The results astounded us, and we 
decided to use them as the driving force for this historic project.

TheThe research found that Liberians in the County are younger than the general population. Many 
of our youths, ages 16 and 17, could be preparing to go to college or entering the workforce. Yet, 
college enrollment in our community is relatively low, and unemployment is astonishingly high. 
Furthermore, Liberians with college degrees often find that academic degrees earned overseas 
are not as helpful or comparable to those achieved in the US. Many degree holders find it difficult 
to find employment in their chosen fields in the US. Consequently, there is high unemployment 
within the Liberian population, creating stress, isolation for individuals and families, and financial 
and eand economic insufficiencies. 

 As a result, many Liberian households are earning low incomes and living below the federal 
poverty line. More than half of this population segment is without health insurance or lack access 
to healthcare. But our most significant challenges and needs are access to education, jobs, 
mental health services, resources, and information. 

The research results became the motivating force for our community leaders to advocate for this 
growing New American Community. We embarked on this project, not knowing where it will lead 
us. However, the idea of a community center excited our members, and they bought into this 
project. Community members contributed as low as $1 and as high as $1000 + to purchase the 
land. We are relying on the same collective will of the community to see this project to the end. 

WWe are pleading with every Liberian in the Diaspora to please help us make this dream a reality. 
Our pleas go out also to our local community - whether through strategic partnerships, grants, or 
philanthropic dollars - we need your help. This project is symbolic of the hope and aspirations of 
our community, showing that everything and anything is possible. Join us to give hope to the 
hopeless. 









SelectingSelecting a site for the community center was very strategic. The future center will sit on a 1acre 
of land owned by LICI on Kimberly Parkway, off the Hamilton Road Corridor in the Eastland Area. 
This area is strategically located between I-70 and Big Walnut Creek in the southeast quadrant 
of Columbus, where eighty percent of the Liberian population resides. This area is consider an 
“Asset Dessert” of the city and has been in decline for many years. The City of Columbus recently 
embarked upon a planning process designed to generate a revitalization plan for the corridor 
and address the signs of disinvestment and decline. Crime rate in the area has been on a rise and 
posesposes threat to many families and residents. Community based organizations like LICI does not 
have a strong presence or have the resources to provide services to families who are in need. 
The Eastland area is now part of an “opportunity zone,” an area that local and state officials have 
deemed blighted and in need of investment. 

Our 14,000 SQ facility will be home to a multi-purpose gymnasium for young boys and girls in 
the neighborhood to remain engaged through recreational activities, tutoring and afterschool 
programs, computer lab and other social services programs. Our free clinic will provide equal 
access to healthcare to our marginalized and New American communities. Other programs will 
include workforce development and counseling services which ties into our poverty reduction 
strategy and empowering our families.

PROJECT 
OVERVIEW II

LICI Community Center will be a 14000 SQ facility in the Eastland 
Neighborhood in the Far East Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio which 
will impact the lives and provide services to over 40,000 diverse 
residences in the community.



















Mistress of Ceremony............................................................................................................................Morgan Harper 
                                                                                                   Attorney and Community Leader  
                                                             Cocktail Reception.......................................................................................................................................Silent Auction 
6PM-7PM                                                                                                                           6PM-9PM

                           Iroduction
Drum Call............................................................................................................................................................................Drum Call.............................................................................................................................................................................“Kaipai”

United States and Liberia National Anthems......................................................Mrs. Angel Hill-Mathais                                                                                                            
                        
Invocation ......................................................................................................Liberians Ministerial Council of Ohio   

WWelcome Remarks...................................................................................Mrs. Yvette Tubman-Goodridge       
                                         Chairlady, 175th Independence, Bicentennial and Fundraiser Gala   

The Perspective.............................................................................................................Mr. Hale Lafayette Harmon
                                                                                                                        Chairman, LICI Board                                   

Supporting OSupporting Organization Sponsorship Remarks ............................................................Mrs. Marie Sherif                     
               Chief Administrative Officer  & Child Development Council of Franklin County Inc.

Telfar LLC/Team Liberia ......................................................................................................Mr. Sayon Cooper
                                                                                                      Telfar LLC/Team Liberia, Coach 

Liberia’s Biceeial and 175 Independence Orion
IIntroduction of Orator......................................................................................................Ms. Estella Bracewell 
                                                                                   Executive Assistant, LICI Grant Committee

Liberia’s Bicentennial and 175th Independence..........City Councilmember Wynfred Russell

Introduction of Ambassador..................................................................................................Winston Cooper                                                                                                                        
                                                                                 Board Member, LICI

Remarks....................................................................................................................................Mr. George SW Patten Sr.
Liberia’s Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United States of America, 

Canada and Mexico                          



                       Keyne Speech
Introduction of Guest Speaker.................................................................................................Mrs. Kana Heckman 
                                                                                                                                                         Board Member, LICI 
Guest Speaker ......................................................................................................................Hon. Latyna Humphrey
                                                                                                             Ohio House of Representatives, District 26                                                                                                                                                    
                                                             Dier & Eertainme
Dinner................................................................................................................................................................Musical Interlude

Drums........................................................................................................................................................................................“Kaipai”  

Cello andCello and Violin “Nilosi Sikelel iAfrica (South Africa National Anthem)......Anna Marie and  Madina Harmon                 
Cello “Gavotte” ..............................................................................................................................................Madina Harmon

Remarks .......................................................................................................................................................Ms. Minerva Grant
National Executive Vice President, ULAA

           Lifime Achieveme Award For Advocacy
Introduction of Lifetime Achievement Award Winner.....................................................Mr. Joseph Sawo 

                                                                                                      LICI,                                                                                                       LICI, Member, July 29, 2022, Event   
Remarks ..................................................................................................Emminent Emmanuel Sunnyboy Wettee
                                                     Fundraiser
                                                                                                                                           Fundraiser Moderator...............................................................................................................................Mr. Ray A. Jones
                                                                                               C.E                                                                                               C.E.O. The Jones Company of America

LICI Capital Campaign Presentation.............................................................................................Mr. Alpha Tongor   
                                                                                                              LICI Acting Executive Director                                                   
                                                  Mrs. Grace Kolliesuah, Chair, LICI Strategic Planning Committee 
 
TheThe Art of Given................................................................................................................................Dr. Michele Reynolds     

This Dream Needs To Become A Reality.................................................................................Shiloh Joy Myers                                      
                                                                    8th Grader  Groveport Madison Middle School North                                                                                                
                                                                                           
IIntroduction of Fundraiser Launcher................................................................................Mrs. Comfort Kenneh
                                                                     Former President of LICI Curent Board Member, LICI                                                                   

Fundraiser Launcher....................................................................................................................Hon. Wilmot J. Collins                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Mayor, City of Helena, Montana   
The Fundraiser .............................................................................................................................................Mr. Ray A. Jones
                                                                                              C.E.O. The Jones Company of America                                                                                 
                                         



Award Preseion 
Community Service.......................................Mrs. Nensah McCabe, Chair, LICI Phenomenal Women        
Strategic Leadership...............Mrs. Grace Kolliesuah, Chair LICI Strategic Planning Committee   
Community Impact...........................................................Mrs. Marie Sherif, Chair, LICI Grants Committee  
Marketing Excellence......................................................................Mrs. Zari Tongor, LICI Marketing Director  
Dedicated Service........................................................................Mrs. Rebecca Wettee, LICI CFO/Treasurer  

RemarksRemarks
Mrs. Yvette Tubman-Goodridge

Chairlady, 175th Independence, Bicentennial and Fundraiser Gala

       Enjoy and Have a 
Splendid Evening!

                                                             

                                                                  
                                         

























614.235.8947 | info@jprintshop.com | jprintshop.com

plan. design. brand. print. market.

JPS is passionate about working with non-profit organizations to create 
awareness, reach volunteers, and raise funds effectively. JPS has worked with 

large and small non-profit organizations to plan, design, print, and execute 
their marketing communications for over ten years. As a community-based 

business, we see first-hand the impact your organizations make and how 
deeply invested you are in your mission. We’ll love to assist you in doing your 

work. So let’s do something unique together.

Scan And Connect With Us Today!

A SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE MARKETING AND PRINT FIRM THAT KEEPS YOUR ORGANIZATION IN MIND.




